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A Wish for the World Project Overview

During the holiday season, Rainbow World Fund (RWF) is organizing a campaign to collect and display individuals’ “Wishes for the World” written on white squares of paper and folded into origami cranes.  RWF will display the cranes on a holiday tree in a prominent and accessible location within the city of San Francisco. The boughs of the tree will be covered with thousands of crane-wishes, creating a tree of hope and peace.

Accompanying the tree will be information and project updates on the RWF website, rainbowfund.org, which furthers RWF’s mission of promoting philanthropy in the area of humanitarian relief by raising awareness and funds to support relief efforts around the world.
Following the public display, RWF will produce a follow-up book of a selection of wishes. We are also developing an education campaign to draw attention to issues related to domestic and international humanitarian needs.

Inspiration and Objectives

A Wish for the World recognizes the needs and desires of individuals to participate in the global community. This project offers people a communal exercise of transforming contemplation into action. 

Through developing the campaign as an art project, participation encourages individuals to experience the power of creation and individual action. During the final art display, the general public and A Wish for the World participants will see the impact of how each crane, together with the cranes of many others, can become transformed into something beautiful—beyond the scope of one individual’s efforts.

A Wish for the World is an original artistic expression and experience as well as a platform for compassion to be seen and heard throughout the world. One of our goals is to receive wishes from all over the world. We seek to hear from individuals of diverse cultures, points of view, socioeconomic backgrounds, religions, and spiritual beliefs.

A Wish for the World taps into our two most powerful resources—the human mind and heart—giving people a way to express their highest beliefs and values. The project promotes peace, hope, love and humanitarianism. 
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Request  

RWF respectfully requests the support and partnership of the City of San Francisco to help launch the A Wish for the World campaign. The magnitude and scope of this project has the potential to be globally powerful and healing.  By partnering with the City of San Francisco we can promote the image of the City as a place of tolerance, spirituality, love, and peace. The project reflects and enhances the San Francisco ethos of compassion and assistance. In addition to listing the City of San Francisco as a partner in outreach materials, RWF requests: 

· a venue for displaying a holiday tree

· a donation of a tree (estimate 15-20 feet)

· a donation for the lights (estimate 5,000)

· labor for installation (RWF is prepared to provide this if appropriate)

An approximate timeline for key activities and events is:
· Installation of tree and display begins Monday, November 27

· Tree lighting and media event at 6pm, Monday, December 4

· Removal occurs on Monday, January 8, 2007

Logistics

Before becoming origami cranes each piece of paper will be inscribed with a wish. RWF volunteers will transform the wishes into cranes in San Francisco. The cranes are not mere decorations in a holiday display; they are literal representations of wishes. The many thousands of cranes will be installed on a scale and magnitude that will inspire people everywhere.

All citizens of the world are welcome to participate in this event of goodwill and hope.  The color of the cranes and lights will be white to symbolize peace.  We cannot dictate, of course, how a person chooses to convey an individual wish on paper. There will be some color and pattern showing through after the birds are folded. Before folding, the wishes will be copied for documentation purposes. The multitudes of cranes will be wired to the top surfaces of the tree branches. The effect will be quite striking as the birds transform (especially at a distance) to resemble fresh, silent snow.

Copies of the wishes will be on display with the tree. At the display, viewers will have an opportunity to add their wishes. The cranes can also be displayed as garlands and festooned on banisters and doorways.
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Historical Background

This project is inspired by the story of a girl named Sadako Sasaki.  She was two when the atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima.  Several years later, she developed leukemia.  While in the hospital, Sadako learned of the Japanese legend that grants the folder of 1000 cranes one wish.  Some accounts say she died 356 cranes short of her goal and her classmates folded the rest.  Some accounts say she surpassed the 1000 and died after folding 1300.  Regardless, her strength and determination inspired millions around the world.  At the time of her death, the folded paper crane became a symbol of world peace.

“This is our cry,

This is our prayer;

Peace in the world.”

-words engraved on the memorial to Sadako Sasaki in Hiroshima, Japan
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Marketing/Outreach
We will begin by reaching out to RWF’s core Bay Area partners then on to our established global base of supporters. We will encourage them to involve their families, friends, colleagues, and community associations. We will also employ elements of the web, media, and word of mouth to expand the campaign. The project will encourage respondents to “pass it on,” thereby creating a “chain effect” multiplying the number of wishes.  

The project will utilize the website—rainbowfund.org. The site will include the capacity for visitors to send us wishes. The website will also act as a vehicle to relay progress of the project including frequent postings of a sampling of wishes. The site will list our partner organizations and sponsors.

Although RWF will focus on cultivating a local and California campaign the first year, we believe the response will be tremendous. A Wish for the World has the potential to become a positive news story on a global scale.  RWF anticipates expanding the campaign in the coming years.

Through the website, follow-up, and media coverage, the project will encourage individuals to support projects throughout the world to help bring about the changes encapsulated in their wishes.

Media Coverage

RWF will cultivate and manage media relationships with key local press (SF Chronicle, B.A.R., television, etc.) and send press releases to the national press and media (The Advocate, NY Times, Washington Post, Good Morning America, Oprah Winfrey, etc.) and wire services.

Media Friendly Events may include:
· A 24 Hour Fold-a-Thon featuring local celebrates such as chanteuse Veronica Klaus, as a Rosie-the-Riveter-like character (Veronica-the-Volder). This has the possibility to generate publicity, wishes, fun and a lot of cranes. Celebrity guests would be welcome.  Simultaneous folding of certain wishes could be provocative and humorous.  

· A Holiday Tree Lighting Ceremony and Party 
· The Burning of Wishes at Ocean Beach, San Francisco on International Peace Day-August 2007 with the participation of various San Francisco community leaders as we symbolically release the wishes.

· The Publication of A Wish for the World book – a collection of celebrity and notable wishes – planned for 2007

Some other ideas include: 

· A Fund Raising Auction of Notable Wishes

· Wish Gathering Tables at various locations throughout San Francisco

· Creating garlands of the crane-wishes that exceed the capacity of the original tree and adding them to other holiday displays such as at the State Capitol

· Creating a traveling A Wish for the World display for 2007

· In-School or In-Church Folding
RWF Information

Founded in 2000, Rainbow World Fund (RWF) is a world relief agency based in the LGBT and Allies community. RWF’s mission is to promote philanthropy in the area of world humanitarian aid. RWF helps people who suffer from hunger, poverty, disease, disaster, oppression and war by raising awareness and funds to support relief efforts around the world. 

Our current work focuses on global HIV/AIDS, water development, landmine eradication, hunger, economic development and disaster relief. RWF currently supports projects in Africa, Asia, Central America, the Caribbean and the United States.

RWF works with partners around the world on various relief and sustainable development projects including CARE, Water Partners International, Africare, Water Partners International and America’s Second Harvest. RWF also conducts global awareness through experience tours to Central America.

RWF’s work is dependent on the time and resources of volunteers.  The commitment of volunteers allows 100% of donations to go directly to relief and sustainable development projects.
RWF’s recent accomplishments include:

Distributing over 1 million dollars in humanitarian aid over the last 18 months:

· Food aid for Hurricane Katrina evacuees ($390,000)

· Emergency supplies for the Southeast Asian Tsunami ($250,000)

· Medical supplies and financial aid to various projects in Guatemala ($355,000)

· Launching a landmine eradication project for Cambodia ($10,000)

· HIV/AIDS education and case management program in South Africa ($10,000)

· Water project in Honduras providing safe water to a village of 500 ($19,000)

· Producing a benefit concert for aid to Haiti ($10,000) - CD to follow

· Distributing hundreds of stuffed animals to children in hospitals, schools and orphanages

RWF was recognized for it's humanitarian aid by the California State Assembly following the tsunami and for helping Haiti recover from Hurricane Jeanne. RWF’s founder, Jeff Cotter, was named to the OUT 100 List as one of the most intriguing people of 2005. 

Articles/interviews about RWF have appeared in publications/media throughout the United States (Advocate.com, Gay.com, Sirius Radio, Q-TV, Washington Blade, Southern Voice, B.A.R., Windy City News, Scene Magazine, Out Magazine, Out Now,…) Canada, Europe, Australia (DNA), and Asia. 
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RWF is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization and is headquartered in San Francisco, California.

